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1st Reading: Acts 9:26-31

Responsorial Psalm: 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 n o May 2, 2021

Second Reading: 1 Jn 3:18-24 P
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Fifth Sunday of Easter e
The Vine and the Branches . .

Last week we were reminded that we are “children of God,” loved by our The_ABCS for FOStermg Vocations
heavenly Father and called to love one another. Jesus showed us his
Father’s love by laying down his life for us, the ultimate sacrifice of love.
Today’s readings continue to share that message. St. John, in his letter,
reminds us that love is empty without “deed and truth”. In other words,
actions speak louder than words. God gave to us his commandments to

1\ ame the gifts of each family
member this week. Say a prayer
of gratitude for these gifts.

know how to love God and others; Jesus exemplified this by demonstrating i-"!"- 5th

his love for us and that we are to love one another in the same manner. This ._.‘H

is how we remain with Jesus. I"-"l:-. -*_ﬂ Sunday
We then hear in the Gospel of John, more of what it means to remain with ol ::.- T — Of

Jesus through the parable of the “Vine and the Branches.” Societies r iy

throughout the world and throughout history all have some form of hierarchy. E .'. . " Easter
Within societies, there may be political agitators, political tyrants, groups
fighting for power. The same was true in Jesus’ time, but Jesus gave a Youtube.com - CatholicKidsMedia
different view of how to live with each other in a much more gentle and loving
way. The image of the vine and branches is completely opposite of any
hierarchical structure, Vines are so intertwined that it is hard to see where
one branch begins and another ends. The tangling of the vines continue to
grow from the one stock, branching out to give more and more fruit. But,
fruitfulness depends on pruning.

As we reflect in our own hearts, what is not true of the love of God, is to
be pruned. What is not sharing the love of Jesus is to be pruned away, so
that all that remains is the fruitful branch.

Where in the world...

A FLY around the diocese to find the
Traveling Icon and learn more
about our diocese!

A Google Earth

Activity
May 1 - May 8

Faith Sharing Questions:

What spiritual practices help you to “remain” rooted on the true vine? What in
your life needs “pruning” so that you are able to share the love of Jesus more
freely?

May
Feast of St. Philip and James,

May is the Month of Mary

Create a Mary altar the Apostles

Catholiclcing.com ACTION OF THE WEEK
Put an image of Mary in your work

space “Love one another”

Do a Work of Mercy - help a pregnant Service to others

mother in need, visit a nursing home, LINK

provide assistance to a women’s -

shelter TN

Links for More Ideas, Activities & Resources FYI

NCregister - Why is May the Month of Mary? (Teens & Adult Faith Builders)

Bustedhalo.com - Why is Mary known as Queen of Heaven — doesn’t that put her on a par with God? (Adult Faith Builder)
Youtube.com - | Am the Vine by John Michael Talbot (Adult Faith Builder)

Youtube.com - The Mass Box: Vine, Branches & Fruit Craft (Children Faith Builder)

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN DURING THE EASTERTIDE! Contact egarn@syrdio.org for more information!

The
HOPE
Appeal



http://rcfaithquest.syrdio.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050221.cfm
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/why-is-may-the-month-of-mary
https://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-is-mary-known-as-queen-of-heaven-%E2%80%93-doesn%E2%80%99t-that-put-her-on-a-par-with-god
https://youtu.be/oHr7Z7ZS3GE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhqBdOdfSg4
mailto:egarn@syrdio.org
https://www.teachingcatholickids.com/holy-week-ideas-for-families/
https://www.catholicicing.com/10-things-to-do-with-palms-from-palm-sunday/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c34z19ACHuw
https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj8KPQo7CiExaUt5d0R6ejc3c2RjcmJIRnlVaWlabmpzTHhwb2dLN3cSFgoUMDQ1RDIyODE5QTFBMkFEOEU2ODE
https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj8KPQo7CiExaUt5d0R6ejc3c2RjcmJIRnlVaWlabmpzTHhwb2dLN3cSFgoUMDQ1RDIyODE5QTFBMkFEOEU2ODE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt5yNkqOtGU
https://www.catholicicing.com/may-altar-for-mary/
https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/give_and_grow_-_serving_others.pdf



