
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - You are not far from the Kingdom of God
In the verses just before today’s reading, we can find Jesus in the Temple, 
confronted by religious leaders with mounting hostility towards him.  One 
scribe in the crowd takes to heart the obedient primary command of 
Judaism  to “HEAR.”  The scribe’s question, “Which is the first of all the 
commandments?” is not meant to provoke an argument, but rather is a 
sincere quest for faith and truth.  Jesus replies with the  “Shema”, a 
centerpiece prayer of Judaism, meaning “Hear!”  We hear this prayer in 
the First Reading, which Jesus recites to scribe in the Gospel of Mark.  But, 
Jesus adds  something to the prayer…”You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  Following this teaching from Jesus come a moment of agreement 
between Jesus and the scribe, but also a new understanding between the 
old law and the new law.    In the act of “hearing,” the meeting of Jesus 
and the scribe becomes an enactment of the great commandment of love.  
They treat each other as neighbors… regardless of politics, religious 
differences, and other ways culture may lead to divisiveness and hostility.  

Connecting the First Reading to the Gospel, Moses urges the people, “Take 
to heart these words which I enjoin on you today.”  What did you “HEAR” in 
today’s message that resonates with you?  How do you live the command 
to love God and love neighbor with your whole heart?

Reference:  (Liturgical Press, Living  Liturgy. Pgs 228-229)

                                                                       

1st Reading: Dt 6:2-6
Responsorial:  Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51
2nd Reading: Heb 7:23-28
Gospel: Mk 12:28b-34

Where in the world…
FLY around the diocese to find the 
Traveling Icon and learn more 
about our diocese!

A GOOGLE EARTH 
ACTIVITY

       October  30 - November 6

The Month of October
The Holy Rosary

Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul - June 29th

Did you know? Neither St. Peter nor St. Paul 
has a feast day for just themselves? The 
Church celebrates the “Chair of Peter” on Feb. 
22  and the “Conversion of St. Paul” on Jan. 25.  
The two leading saints of the early Church are 
celebrated together! 

Links for More Ideas, Activities & Resources FYI 
Catholic-link.org  - How To Hear God When (You Think) He Is Being Silent  (Adult Faith Builder)
catholicicing.com  - All Saints Costumes All Saints’ Day Costumes - or for Halloween!  (Kids Faith Builder)
Drive.google.com  - Coloring Sheet for Mark 12:30  (All Ages Faith Builder)
lifeteen.com  - The Secret to  Love Your Neighbor  (Teens Faith Builder) 
YouTube - Love your Neighbor BackPack Tags  (Kids Faith Builder)
Drive.google.com - Candy Corn Coloring Prayer  The Trinity                    

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholi
c-resources/scripture-and-tradition/
scripture/prophets-in-israel/

October 31 , 2021

A Walk Through the Mass - (A Special Series!)

This week, Pop-up catechesis 
looks at the Entrance Procession
Youtube: Pop-Up Catechesis: 
Entrance Procession 
(LoyolaPress)

“It’s not just time talking about prayer life or faith. We are 
responsible to show them how to live our faith.”

5 ways to help your kids keep the faith     US Catholic.org

Whether kids go to public or Catholic school,  it’s the things you do at 
home that really count. 
While there are plenty of ways to foster faith in youth, the following are 
five keys to raising strong, happy Catholics who happen to attend public 
school. 
+Be models of ongoing faith formation, there is always more to learn!
+Be prepared for questions
+Pray together with a variety of prayers
+Attend Mass as a family 
+Be models of charity, forgiveness and love!

“It’s not just time 
talking faith. Parents 
are  responsible to 
show them how to live 
our faith.”

A Student's Prayer for a New School Year

 Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin
 this new school year. 

Allow me to experience Your presence in the 
many blessings You put before me.

 Open my eyes to the new challenges and 
exciting opportunities that this 

new school year brings. 
Open my heart and mind to new friends 

and new teachers. 
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic 

with my studies and courage to accept 
new opportunities. 

Help me to be attentive to my teachers 
and let me experience Your presence

 in my new friends. 
Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! 

Amen

https://catholicexchange.com/ten-ways-prepare-co
mmunion

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/13539/docu
ments/2018/5/Ten%20Tips%20for%20Better%20Co
nfessions.pdf

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/growing-in-faith-thr
ough-podcasts ten podcasts

https://epicpew.com/10-biblical-names-jesus-pivotal
-meanings/

10 Quotes On Family From The Holy Fathers
(Catholic-link.org)

https://inspired-motherhood.com/scriptures-to-pray-
over-your-family/

https://osvnews.com/2015/06/17/10-ways-to-live-yo
ur-faith-at-work/

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/catholic/saints/10-in
fluential-saints-and-their-legends.aspx

https://www.thereligionteacher.com/tencommandme
nts-prayer/

https://catholicecology.net/blog/10-ways-catholics-c
an-protect-environment

https://store.rclbenziger.com/sites/default/files/conten
teditor/CatecheticalSunday_2021_PrayerFamilies.pd
f

bit.ly/gooddeedbeads
DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP WEEK (Oct 18- 22)
      How are you a DIGITAL DISCIPLE?
All of us are called to be disciples — and that 
includes the digital world that surrounds us.

Rachel Lemons Aitken, founder of the Digital 
Discipleship Ministry of the Greater Sydney 
Conference, describes it this way: “Digital 
Discipleship is a way to create, inspire, and 
encourage disciples of Jesus to share his love 
through their creativity and innovation in a digital 
space.”

What does this look like in action? Here are some 
ideas parents and catechists can use in their 
sharing on social media:

■ Share your personal experiences and 
testimonies of your own personal faith journey.
■ Pray for the specific needs of your community.
■ Celebrate special occasions such as birthdays 
and special accomplishments with faith-filled 
messages.
■ Share inspirational insights with online friends 
and companions to encourage each other
to live with Christlike characteristics in their 
everyday lives.
■ Introduce spiritual content into your use of social 
media.
■ Model being your authentic selves in relationship 
with Jesus.

Catechist.com - Digital Citizenship and Equipping 
Future Saints

Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi

your 
children like 
olive plants
    around 
your 
table!!!!!!
:D

https://www.missio.org/explore.asp
x?localization=EN

A Synod Minute: HEAR

     The “Shema”, heard today reminds us of the 
importance of a single action, to HEAR.  But let’s 
add just one more letter,” T”.  HEART.  True 
listening requires us to open not only our ears, 
but our hearts so that we may be open to one 
another’s experiences. The Church Universal is 
embarking of a world synod, beginning at the 
diocesan levels.  The synod is a journey to 
HEAR one another and to HEAR the Holy 
Spirit’s wisdom.   

Watch and HEAR the Diocese of Syracuse’s, 
“A Synod Minute” YouTube  

Halloween or All Hallows’ Eve is the day before All Hallows’ Day, or All Saints 
Day. Learn more about All Hallows’ Eve and how your family can celebrate 
both Halloween and All Saints’ Day.  Costumes such as St… Mother Theresa, 
St. Kateri, St. Francis, St. George and the dragon and more! 

A Saintly 
Halloween!

Pray everyday this week!
The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might. And 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
           Reflect: How did I love the Lord today?
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YouTube - CatholicKidsMedia 31B

St. Charles Borromeo - November 4
Patron saint of Bishops, catechists, cardinals, 

seminarians and spiritual leaders.

“Be sure that you first preach by the way you live.”

                                                       - Charles Borromeo

“Stay quiet with God. Do not spend your time in useless 

chatter.” St. Charles Borromeo

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/103121.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/103121.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/103121.cfm
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https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj8KPQo7CiExRVRmcFlXeWhkeWRMNTZjSXpyWWlaejROSHc4TUk3c0USFgoUMDJFODdEOTY4QzFBMDZFOUM4MjY
https://earth.google.com/web/data=Mj8KPQo7CiExRVRmcFlXeWhkeWRMNTZjSXpyWWlaejROSHc4TUk3c0USFgoUMDJFODdEOTY4QzFBMDZFOUM4MjY
https://catholic-link.org/how-to-hear-god-when-you-think-he-is-being-silent/
https://www.catholicicing.com/all-saints-day-costume-ideas/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z_eyvTdpcsamyv0-QGwJpLyF3MhjvrDh/view?usp=sharing
https://lifeteen.com/blog/the-secret-to-loving-your-neighbor-love-notes-mark-1231/
https://youtu.be/SHQQsvdsXa4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZeU-ZLtoR5hMFoJzkgaHn8vgtuqy7cGi/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/eiL3b23N710
https://uscatholic.org/articles/201908/5-ways-to-help-your-kids-keep-the-faith-even-at-public-schools/
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https://www.catechist.com/digital-citizenship-equipping-future-saints/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100421.cfm
https://youtu.be/qJ1f3ZrTs60
https://youtu.be/KwDgh0D17G8



